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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

1 . Claims 1, 2, 5, 8-14, 16-20, and 22-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hossfield et al. (US 5,684,597) in view of Rasmussen et al. 
(5,277,651). Hossfield et al. discloses a coin processing system comprising a coin path 
(18), a rotatable disc (22), a memory storing master denominating characteristic 
information (see column 6 lines 51-57) for a plurality of particular coin sizes, a stationary 
sorting head (24a, b) forming a coin path, an exit region (64), a light source (48a-d), a 
light detector (50a-d) that is a photo detector, a controller (54) adapted to compare 
signals and compare information with the stored master denominating characteristic 
information (see column 6 lines 48-56) and determine when there is a favorable 
determination (see column 6 liens 56-58), generating a first signal event corresponding 
to the interruption of the light beam (see column 4 lines 38-40), generating a second 
signal event corresponding to when light is incident (see column 4 lines 55-57). 
Hossfield et al. does not disclose an encoder that produces an encoder pulse for each 
incremental movement of the rotatable disc and a diverter with positions to plural exit 
paths . However, Rasmussen et al. discloses a similar device that includes an encoder 
(see column 12 lines 16-24) and a diverter with positions to plural exit paths (see 
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column 9 lines 1 1-25) for the purpose of precisely monitoring the angular movement of 
the rotatable disc (see column 6 lines 16-24) and diverting coins to appropriate paths 
(see column 9 lines 16-25). It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify Hossfield et al. by utilizing an 
encoder, as disclosed by Rasmussen et al., for the purpose of precisely monitoring the 
angular movement of the rotatable disc and diverting coins to appropriate paths. 
2. Claims 3, 4, 6, 7, 15, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hossfield et al. (US 5,684,597) in view of Rasmussen et al. 
(5,277,651) as applied to claims 1, 2, 5, 8-14, 16-20, and 22-27 above, and further in 
view of Panzeri et al. (US 6,142,285). Hossfield et al. in view of Rasmussen et al. 
discloses all of the limitations of the claims but does not disclose a laser diode and at 
least one light guide along the coin path. However, Panzeri et al. discloses a similar 
device that includes a laser diode (1 1 ) and at least one light guide (1 2) along the coin 
path for the purpose of producing a laser beam (see column 6 line 56) and increasing 
the size of the laser beam to impinge upon larger portions of a coin (see column 6 lines 
60-63). It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention to modify Hossfield et al. in view of Rasmussen et al. by 
utilizing a laser diode and at least one light guide, as disclosed by Panzeri et al., for the 
purpose of producing a laser beam and increasing the size of the laser beam to impinge 
upon larger portions of a coin. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, filed 15 August 2007, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 1-27 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection 
has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection 
is made in view of Hossfield et al. in view of Rasmussen et al. and Hossfield et al. in 
view of Rasmussen et al. in farther view of Panzeri et al.. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHAEL C. MCCULLOUGH whose telephone number 
is (571)272-7805. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00 am - 
3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on (571) 272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Patrick H. Mackey/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3653 



MCM 



